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It is a fact so true as to be almost a cliché: we live in a time where more than ever before, large 
corporations wield a hugely excessive influence over most aspects of our society—economic, political, 
social, cultural and environmental. The vast political influence of large corporations at every level of 
society has imperiled our ideals of a citizen-based democracy. The polarization of wealth and the 
resulting gross economic inequality that corporations have helped to foster has undermined our faith in 
a shared sense of prosperity and national unity. Our corporate-driven consumer culture has driven 
millions of Americans into ruinous personal debt and alienated millions more by peddling the false 
notion that happiness is just a purchase away. The damage to our culture and our economy already done 
by these large corporations may in some ways be irreversible. As these large corporations become more 
and more powerful, the problems associated with their dominant position and unsustainable policies can 
only grow more acute. 
 
The People's Business is a book about what citizens can do to fight corporate dominance in their lives. 
Authors Lee Drutman and Charlie Cray pull together the recommendations of the Citizen Works 
Corporate Reform Commission to present a synthesis of the thinking of some forty leading scholars and 
activists. The result is a cogent plan of action to restore citizen control over corporations. Bolstered 
with relevant history and examples, The People's Business is a lively book that will appeal both to 
deeply-committed long-time activists looking for a coherent approach in the struggle for corporate 
accountability as well as thoughtful citizens everywhere who may be looking for immediate measures 
that serve as effective means of corporate reform. 
 
Drutman and Cray sort through many approaches to curtail excessive corporate power, considering a 
wide spectrum that extends from fundamental shifts in the creation and operation of corporations, to 
minor adjustments in corporate governance and regulatory fixes that directly address specific harms to 
our communities. The People’s Business shows that all of these approaches share the fundamental 
premise that strengthening democracy itself is the strongest antidote to excessive corporate power. 
 
The People's Business addresses the growing concerns about excessive corporate power and what to 
do about it, serving as a reference point for years to come for anybody who wanting to combat the 
destructive power of large corporations over our society. 
            More… 
 
 
 



"The People's Business goes directly to the central political and economic issue of our times. It is a 
book that deserves, even demands, the attention of every American regardless of their political views or 
values. This is a debate that must be revisited and soon, or the survival of our republic is most certainly 
in jeopardy." 
—Robert W. McChesney, author of The Problem of the Media 
 
"The ultimate Post-Enron citizens’ guide to a better world. This book offers the vision and the practical 
tools to liberate ourselves from our tragic state of corporate occupation." —Charles Derber, author of 
Corporation Nation and Regime Change Begins At Home 
 
“When the time comes —and it really will—that we Americans mobilize to take back our democracy 
and rein in corporate excess and abuse, this book will be there for us as our road map!”  
—Frances Fox Piven, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration, City University of New 
York Graduate Center 
 
"Drutman and Cray have performed an enormous service in the cause of corporate reform. Their 
research provides an encyclopedia of corporate reform literature and proposals over the last decade, 
which they have managed to distill down to reader-friendly proportions and present their essence in a 
readable fashion, coupled with their own comments and critiques.  Their work as a whole describes a 
number of important and practical reform efforts and should be standard reading for anybody 
concerned with the place”  
—Larry Mitchell, author of Corporate Irresponsibility 
 
 

**** 
 

Lee Drutman is the Communications Director at Citizen Works (www.citizenworks.org), a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization founded by Ralph Nader to advance justice by strengthening citizen 
participation in power. His commentaries have been published in many outlets, including the Los 
Angeles Times, New York Newsday, and the Providence Journal and online at TomPaine.com, 
Alternet.org and CommonDreams.org. 
 
Charlie Cray is a policy analyst and the director of the Center for Corporate Policy in Washington, 
D.C. (www.corporatepolicy.org) He is the former director of the Campaign for Corporate Reform at 
Citizen Works and a former association editor of Multinational Monitor magazine. 
 
 
The People’s Business: Controlling Corporations and Restoring Democracy 
By Lee Drutman and Charlie Cray 
Published by Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc. ISBN: 1-57675-309-3 
Cloth $24.95 
Number of Pages: 340 Publication Date: November 2004 
 
 



Members of the Citizen Works Corporate Reform Commission* 
 
➢ Theresa Amato, Former President, Citizen Works 
➢ Nicholas A. Ashford, Professor of Technology and Policy, Director, Technology and Law 

Program, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
➢ Medea Benjamin, Founding Director, Global Exchange 
➢ Steve Conn, Retired Professor of Justice, University of Alaska 
➢ Charlie Cray, Director, Center for Corporate Policy; Former Director of the Campaign for 

Corporate Reform, Citizen Works 
➢ David Crowther, Professor of Corporate Social Responsibility, London Metropolitan University 
➢ Herman Daly, School of Public Affairs, University of Maryland  
➢ Kevin Danaher, Co-Founder, Global Exchange 
➢ Charles Derber, Professor of Sociology and Political Economy, Boston College; Author, 

Corporation Nation, People over Profits, Regime Change Begins at Home 
➢ Tom Devine, Legal Director, Government Accountability Project 
➢ Jesse Dillard, KPMG Professor of Accounting, University of Central Florida 
➢ Lee Drutman, Former Communications Director, Citizen Works 
➢ Ralph Estes, Professor Emeritus of Accounting, American University, Author, Tyranny of the 

Bottom Line 
➢ Bill Fletcher, President, TransAfrica Forum 
➢ Frances Fox Piven, Professor of Public Policy and Public Administration, CUNY Graduate 

Center 
➢ Martin Freedman, Professor of Accounting, Towson University 
➢ Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Detroit 
➢ Rev. Graylan S. Hagler, Plymouth Congregational Church 
➢ Wenonah Hauter, Director, Public Citizen/Critical Mass Energy & Environment Program 
➢ Hazel Henderson, Evolutionary Economist; Author of seven books on global futures; 

Columnist, Interpress Service; Co-creator, the Calvert-Henderson Quality of Life Indicators 
➢ Robert Jensen, Professor, Department of Journalism, University of Texas 
➢ Nicholas Johnson, Professor, College of Law, University of Iowa 
➢ Marjorie Kelly, Co-Founder and Editor, Business Ethics; Author, The Divine Right of Capital 
➢ Charles Kernaghan, National Labor Committee 
➢ David Korten, President, People Centered Development Forum; Author, When Corporations 

Rule the World, The Post-Corporate World 
➢ Marc J. Lane, President, The Law Offices of Marc J. Lane, P.C., and of its Financial Services    
➢ Robert McChesney, Institute of Communications Research, University of Illinois, author, The 

Problem of the Media 
➢ Larry Mitchell, Professor, George Washington University Law School; Author, Corporate 

Irresponsibility: America’s Newest Export 
➢ Robert A.G. Monks, Publisher and Author, New Global Investors, Power and Accountability 
➢ Ted Nace, founder, Peachpit Press; author, Gangs of America: The Rise of Corporate Power 

and  the Disabling of Democracy 
➢ Ralph Nader, Consumer Advocate; Founder, Citizen Works 
➢ Jan Pierce, former Vice-President, Communications Workers of America 
➢ Mark Ritchie, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
➢ Anita Roddick, Founder and Co-Chair, The Body Shop; Board Director, Ruckus Society 
➢ Linda Ruchala, Associate Professor of Accountancy, University of Nebraska Lincoln 
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➢ Alice Slater, attorney and board member, of the Nuclear Policy Research Institute, the Global 
Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, and the New York City Bar Ass'n 
Committee for International Security Affairs 

➢ Tony Tinker, Professor of Accountancy, Baruch College - City University of New York  
➢ Chris Townsend, Political Action Director, United Electrical Workers Union (UE)  
➢ Judy Wicks, Co-founder/Co-Chair, Business Alliance for Local Living Economies; President 

and Founder, White Dog Café  
➢ Cynthia Williams, Professor, University of Illinois College of Law 
➢ Paul Williams, Professor of Accounting, North Carolina State University 
 
*organizations provided for identification purposes only. 
 


